Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.072; wR factor = 0.195; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.8.
In the title compound, C 12 H 14 N 2 O 2 , the benzene ring and imidazole ring are almost coplanar, making a dihedral angle of 2. 47 (14) . Intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN, N-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds stabilize the crystal structure.
Related literature
For the use of the title compound as an intermediate in the preparation of telmisartan, see: Ries et al. (1993) . For the biological activity of telmisartan, see: Engeli et al. (2000) ; Goossens et al. (2003) . For reference structural data, see: Allen et al. (1987) . For related literature, see: Kintscher et al. (2004) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Ries et al.,1993) . Telmisartan is used as a therapeutic tool for metabolic problems, including visceral obesity (Engeli et al., 2000; Goossens et al., 2003) . Bond lengths in the compound are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) and the benzene and imidazole rings are coplanar with a dihedral angle of 2.47 (14)° between them.
In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-H···N, N-H···O and C-H···O hydrogen bonds, Table 1 , link the molecules, 
The title compound was prepared from methyl 4-(butyrylamino)-5-methyl -3-aminobenzoate (13 g 52 mmol) in xylene (60 mL) and hydrochloric acid (130 mL). The mixture was refluxed for 3 h at 423 K, concentrated under reduced pressure then 80mL of methanol and 110 mL 15% sodium hydroxide were added. This solution was further , refluxed for 5 h at 383 K.
The pH was adjusted to below 7 and the product filtered. Recrystallization of product from a mixture of ethanol/water (5:1) afforded the white powder. Crystals were obtained by dissolving the product (1.0 g) in acetone (10 ml) and evaporating slowly at room temperature for about 30 d.
Refinement
H All atoms were positioned geometrically, with N-H = 0.86 Å (for NH) and C-H = 0.93, 0.97 and 0.96 Å for aromatic, methine and methyl H, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = xU eq (C,N), where x = 1.5 for methyl H, and x = 1.2 for all other H atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
